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nBahrain
On May 8, members of  the ShiÕa Al
Wefaq parliamentary bloc walked out
of  parliament after their motion for
an investigation into the financial
dealings of  Cabinet Affairs Minister
Sheikh Ahmed bin Attiatullah Al
Khalifa was defeated.  Al Khalifa was
at the heart of  the Bandargate scandal
which broke last September when civil
servant Salah Al Bander made public
a government conspiracy to
disenfranchise BahrainÕs ShiÕa majority.

The Al Wefaq bloc is the largest in
parliament, with 17 members, but it
functions as a minority.  It is also the
only ShiÕa representation in the
legislature.  Despite its minority status,
the walkout poses sever problems for
the legislature, which requires a quorum
of  19 members to convene.

i Egypt
On April 29, 13 members of  the
Muslim Brotherhood, including two
MPs, Sabri Amer and Rajab Abu Zeid,
were detained by the security forces in
the Manufiyya Governorate in the Nile
Delta, for allegedly participating in a
clandestine meeting at Abu ZeidÕs
house.  Both MPs were released
without charge on May 1, though the
other individuals who were arrested
were detained for an additional 15 days.
On May 9, the parliament voted to
str ip the two men of  their
parliamentary immunity, the first such
instance concerning Brotherhood MPs
since the 2005 legislative elections.

In other news, on May 2, Gamal
Mubarak denied that he had any
intention of  succeeding his father as
president.  In an interview on Arabic
satellite channel Orbit, Mubarak said
that he would not accept the National
Democratic PartyÕs nomination in a
future presidential election.

Also on May 2, al-Jazeera producer
Huweida Taha was sentenced to six
months in prison Òfor carrying out
activities with the aim of  damaging
the countryÕs national interests and
producing and possessing fabricated
video material that would damage
EgyptÕs reputation, with intent to
broadcast it.Ó  The charges stem from
a documentary Taha produced on
torture and abuses by the police in

Egypt.

These events have occurred against a
backdrop of  continuing labor unrest.
A recently released report by the
Egyptian Workers and Trade Union
Watch states that April witnessed 56
strikes, labor protests, and sit-ins, and
that there were 15 such incidents during
the first week of  May.

In contrast to the largely peaceful labor
conflicts unfolding across Egypt,
sectarian tensions have once again
boiled over into violence.  On May 11
Muslims and Christians clashed in
Behma, a village about 40 miles south
of  Cairo after a dispute over the
building of  a church.  Ten people were
injured and 17 individuals from both
sides of  the conflict were arrested.

For more on the Coptic issue, see page 7.

For more on strikes in Egypt, see page 8.

iJordan
On April 30, the Jordanian government
banned that dayÕs edition of  the
newspaper al-Majd because it was
running a 16-page story on a plot
against Hamas.  The alleged plot,
masterminded by the US and several
unnamed Arab nations, would allow
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
to oust the Hamas-led unity
government. The article is available
online, however, at www.almajd.net.

In other news, on May 3 former MP
Ahmad Oweidi Abbadi was arrested
on political charges filed in response
to an open letter to US Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid that he posted on
the internet.  According to Reporters
Without Borders, although print media
is heavily monitored in Jordan, this is
the first time someone has been
arrested for something published on
the internet in the Kingdom.

iKuwait
On May 9, the Kuwaiti print media
was issued a list of  topics now banned
from publication in articles and
advertisements.  The order, signed by
the  Ministry of  InformationÕs Director
of  Local Press Affairs, Fahd Sayyah
Al-Ajmi, consisted of  an itemized list
of  topics banned by the Interior,
Education, Health, and Social and

Labor Affairs Ministries.  The
comprehensive list includes political
items such as Òinterviews with citizens
who support or oppose a certain policy
that may place the state at war with
other countr ies,Ó as wel l  as
advertisements for various goods and
services such as weapons, fireworks,
Òbooks on sorcery and magic,Ó private
tutors, and massage.

h Mauritania
On April 28, President Sidi Mohamed
Cheikh Abdallahi appointed a 28-
member cabinet led by Prime Minister
Zeine Ould Zeidane, a former
governor of  the central bank, who
came in third place in MarchÕs
presidential election. Twenty-six of  the
28 cabinet ministers have never held
a portfolio before, with the other two
having held office only briefly under
former dictator Maaouya Ould
SidÕAhmed Taya.  The new cabinet
also includes the newly created post
of  ÒMinister in Charge of  Relations
between Parliament and Civil Society,Ó
held by Mohamed Mahmoud Ould
Brahim Khalil.

h Morocco
Interior Minister Hassan Aghmari
announced on May 4 that 1.3 million
voters had already registered to vote
in legislative elections scheduled for
September 7.  Mr. Agmari cited these
figures as evidence of  widespread
enthusiasm for the electoral process.
Campaigning will begin on August 25.

iPalestine
On May 14, Interior Minister Hani al-
Qawasmeh resigned following the
worst factional violence in Gaza since
the Mecca Accords were signed on
February 8.  Al-Qawasmeh was one
of  several independent technocrats
included in the unity government.  He
had attempted to resign two weeks
ago, but Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh
rejected his request at that time.  Prime
Minister Haniyeh will temporarily hold
the post of  Interior Minister.  The
Prime Minister and Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas announced
a joint plan to rein in violence in Gaza
following QawasmehÕs resignation, but
observers remain skeptical owing to
the poor track record of  such actions.

Civil Society News From Around the Region
Regional news
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iSyria
On May 10, the newly elected Syrian
parliament unanimously approved the
nomination of  President Bashar al-
Assad for the presidential referendum
to be held on May 27.  Citizens will
vote ÒyesÓ or ÒnoÓ on whether or not
President al-Assad should be given a
second seven-year term set to begin
on July 17.

During his first address to this session
of  parliament, also delivered on May
10, the President reiterated his
governmentÕs refusal to cooperate with
a UN investigat ion into the
assassination of  former Lebanese
Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri.  Al-
Assad stressed that his government
has been cooperating with the
international commission investigating
the assassination, but that it would not
submit to an international tribunal,

which the Syrian government claims
constitutes a violation of  its sovereignty.

In other news, human rights activist
Dr. Kamal al-Labwani was sentenced
to 12 years of  hard labor for
Òcommunicating with a foreign country
and inciting it to initiate aggression
against Syria.Ó  Dr. Labwani was
arrested following a 2005 visit to the
United States and Europe where he

met with journalists, human rights
activists, and government officials.

In addition, political activists Michel
Kilo and Mahmoud Issa were
sentenced to 3 years in jail on May 13
for Òweakening national sentiment.Ó
The charges stemmed from a petition
they signed in 2006 calling the
normalization of  relations between
Syria and Lebanon.

These sentences come on the heels of
the April 24 conviction of  opposition
figure Anwar al-Bunni on political
charges filed against him in 2006.  Al-
BunniÕs lawyers have said that they will
appeal the courtÕs decision, which
coincided with UN Secretary General
Ban Ki-moonÕs visit to Syria to discuss
the Lebanese situation.

For more on the current political situation in
Syria, see page 13. 

 Al-Rewaq

The Ibn Khaldun Center hosts a dicussion forum, open to the public, each Tuesday evening. The following is Aly ElfeelÕs
summary, translated by Neil Durnan, of the topics covered in May.

This monthÕs first symposium, held on May 1, featured Dr. Shukri Azar and Dr. Hoda Awad, an economics professor
at the American University in Cairo, who discussed the misuse and embezzlement of  social security funds in Egypt.

Dr. Azar began by discussing the scope of  the problem, stressing that hundreds of  billions have been looted over
the years, in what is the largest instance of  looting in modern history.  Dr. Azar went on to discuss efforts being
made by the Ministry of  Social Solidarity in cooperation with the World Bank to recover the looted funds.

Dr. Azar traced the origins of  the scandal back to June 1980, when the National Investment Bank was given
complete control over the funds.  These funds, as included in the national budget, amounted to LE 175 billion
and their management was not subject to any formal oversight.

Dr. Awad placed the social security scandal in a larger context, noting that the stateÕs privatization programs are
similarly unorganized and vulnerable to fraud.  Dr. Medhat Khafagy added that much of  the revenue from the
Suez Canal is similarly unaccounted for; Dr. Awad used this comment to further demonstrate the need for
accountability in finance, citing not only the standard arguments in favor of  good governance, but stressing the
necessity of  legitimate accounting at a time when Egypt needs to be more competitive in order to garner foreign
investment.

From May 20 to 24, the Ibn Khaldun Center for Development Studies, in cooperation with the International Center
for Nonviolent Conflict, will host the first Workshop on Strategies for Nonviolent Action.  This workshop will
focus on methods for effecting political change through civil disobedience and other nonviolent means.  The
workshop will be discussed in detail in next monthÕs issue.
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Dr. Saad Eddin Ibrahim

he Second Conference on Democracy and Reform in the
Arab World will take place in Doha, Qatar from May
27-29.  Over four hundred Arab democrats and foreign

observers will be in attendance to evaluate the state of  democracy in
the Arab world and to inaugurate the Arab Democracy Foundation
(ADF).  The ADF is the first indigenous institution devoted solely
to democracy and political reform in the region, and despite several
foreign backed alternatives, and it is the first foundation of  its kind
wholly initiated and funded by Arabs.  The ADF will be headquartered
in Doha, Qatar and will exist in the Free Zone as an international
civil society organization.

The following is an interview with Dr. Saad Eddin Ibrahim regarding
the Conference and the ADF.

What is the story behind the creation of  the Arab
Democracy Foundation (ADF)?

The first meeting of  the Network of  Arab Democrats took
place in Cyprus in 1983.  We were forced to meet in Cyprus
because all of  the Arab states that we approached refused
to let us gather and discuss the state of  democracy from
within the region itself.  This tells you a lot about the state
of  democratization in the Middle East at the time.  The
oppressiveness of  the Arab regimes in the 1980s limited
the success of  many of  our initiatives despite great effort
and risk on the part of  many within our network.

After September 11, there was a profound change in the
region and for the first time the West became interested in
the plight of  the Arab democrat.  These initiatives that
came from outside the Arab world drew a healthy amount
of  skepticism from Arab democrats who were very aware
of  the average personÕs distrust of  Western efforts due to
lingering anti-colonial and anti-imperialist sentiments.
However, others felt that Arab activists should take advantage
of  this shift in international perceptions of  Arab democracy
in order to further the cause and harness the momentum
towards real political reform.  It was this controversy over
how to proceed which led to the first Conference on Arab
Democracy and Reform in Doha in 2004.

In Doha there was a consensus that great efforts must be
taken on a grassroots level in order to really take advantage
of  political shifts and to keep continued momentum towards
change.  This became even apparent after the highs of  2005,
such as the Cedar Revolution and other signs of  dramatic
political reform, gave way to a counterrevolution by Middle
Eastern autocrats in 2006, which systematically reversed
most of  the gains of  the previous two years.  This happened
because Western enthusiasm for democracy promotion in
the Middle East cooled due to fears over the election of
Hamas in Palestine and the demonstrated strength of  the
Muslim Brothers in Egypt.  These perceived and partially
expected ÒbetrayalsÓ by the Western community made us
more committed to the idea of  an institution that would
work to strengthen and mobilize an indigenous democracy

movement.  It also illustrates our commitment to
jumpstarting democratization at a grassroots level.  I believe
the founding of  the ADF is a perfect example of  that
commitment.

What makes this organization different from others
like the Foundation for the Future?

The ADF is different because it is the first institution of
its kind in the Arab world.  Its headquarters are in the
Middle East, and all of  its funding is from the Middle East,
which means it has legitimacy as an organization on a grass
roots level and can be truly effective in supporting the work
of  Arab democrats regardless of  political shifts in the West.
 Consequently, the ADF is something unique because no
other organization has the same mission or resources

What kind of  projects do you envision ADF being a
part of?

The ADF will have three major goals:  Research, Promotion,
and Action.  The research arm of  the organization will
support networks of  social research centers from all over
the Arab world.  The promotion and action arms of  the
organization will provide moral and material support to
activists in the field working to promote change by peaceful
means and through respect of  the rule of  law.  The power
of  the global and Arab media will also be harnessed in an
effort to bring attention and transparency to the struggle
of  many in the democratic movement throughout the
Middle East.

By Maria Dayton

The Second Conference on Democracy and Reform
in the Arab World
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What makes you most excited about the ADF?

IÕm excited to see a dream that started a quarter of  a century
ago in Cyprus under very different political conditions come
to fruition.  I am excited that we are having this meeting in
an Arab capital which not only allowed us to conduct the
conference but who insisted on being our hosts as well.  I
am excited that an Arab institution will have the resources
and legitimacy to support my brave friends and colleagues
who have worked tirelessly over the decades to bring about
long overdue democratic reforms in their respective countries.

Why Qatar and not Egypt for the new foundation?

The ADF will be located in Doha because the enlightened
Qatari government was one of  the first to heed the call
from the conference in 2004 which encouraged the Arab

elite, both inside and outside the Arab world, to work
towards democratization.   Despite its small size, Qatar has
been an inspiration to the rest of  the Arab world because
instead of  holding onto power at the expense of  the
population, they have taken an opposite path and have
succeeded in bringing economic development as well as
widespread political reform to their people.  Unlike Egypt,
which currently leads the other Arab autocrats in their
efforts against the democracy movement, Qatar ended
official censorship and started Al Jazeera which forced open
the public space in the Arab world in unprecedented ways.
The credible social, economic, and political record of  Qatar
speaks for itself  as well as their generous offer to host the
conference and support the efforts of  the ADF.  We sincerely
hope that others will follow their example and contribute
to the work of  our organization as well. 

 Conference Working Groups

The following is a list of  working groups which will be convened during the Second Conference on Democracy and
Reform in the Arab World.  The list is tentative, as working groups may vary due to the interests of  conferees and
logistical considerations.

1.Civil Society and Political Parties                                        Co-Chairs:  Saadeddin al Osmani & Abdel
Wahab al Kibsy
Rapporteurs:  Walid Salem & Samer Shehata

2. Constitutions, Rule of  Law, and Independence of  Judiciary  Co-Chairs:  Yehia al Gamal & Hisham
Bastawisi
Rapporteurs:  Wassim Harb & Hafez Abu
Feda

3. Women, Youth, and Political Participation                           Co-Chairs:  Mona Makram Ebeid & Rola
Dashti
Rapporteurs:  Riad El Malki & Ghada
Shabunder

           
4. Media & Information Technology in Support of  DemocracyCo-Chairs:  Rami Khouri & Ibrahim Eissa

Rapporteurs:  Raghda Dergham & Marline
Tadros

5. Governance, Parliaments,  and Transparency                          Co-Chairs:  Selim el Hoss & Khair Eddin
Haseeb
Rapporteurs:  Shafiq Gabr  & Salah Khalil

6.  Private Sector, Resources, and Democratic Transition             Co-Chairs:  Naquib Sawiris & Jawad Anani
Rapporteurs:  Hany Findakly & Malak Dhalan

7. Islam, Minorities, and Democracy Co-Chairs:  Saad Eddin Ibrahim
Rapporteurs:  Montasser Al-Zayyat & Habib
Afram

8. Transitional Justice                                                                  Co-Chairs:  Mustafa Harmana & Niccolo
Figa-Talamanca
Rapporteurs:  Muhammad El Masri & Alison
McCoy

9. Rule of  External Actors in Democratic Transition              Co-Chairs:  A. M. El Said & David French
Rapporteurs:  Amr Hamzawy & Amr El
Shoubuki
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he Arab Democracy Foundation (ADF) is an
initiative by those who believe that if  given a fair
and sustainable opportunity, most of  today's 300

million Arabs will embrace the concepts, values, and
institutions of  democratic governance.  ADF will work
toward availing such opportunities to peoples of  the Arab
world through innovation among new and existing civil
society organizations (CSO's).  The latter will be encouraged
to strengthen their own institutional capacities, engage in
promoting democratic values and awareness-raising,
participate in important public policy debates, work towards
womenÕs empowerment and against all forms of  exclusion,
and increase their ability to serve their communities.

The basic mechanism by which ADF will accomplish its
aims is grant-making coupled with targeted research and
technical assistance. It will draw ideas and legitimacy from
a broad base of  Arab civil society organizations, as well as
providing a bridge between them and the best practices of
international development and democratic change.  Baseline
data from the UN Arab Human Development Reports and
the 2004 World Values Survey for Arab Countries will
enable ADF to formulate regional and country strategies
for democracy and civic engagement promotion.  The same
baseline will make it possible to periodically measure the
impact of  ADF's work.

Some 300 independent CSO's and 100 public figures are
to contribute to refining the strategic goals of  ADF and
will constitute the core founding partners of  ADF.  It is
the goal of  the Foundation to double that core membership
within two years. Institutional partners will receive the
benefits of  association with ADF which include professional
support, information and access to funding opportunities
for their programs.  Partners will meet once in Doha in
advance of  the launch of  ADF to give their input to the
planning process and to elect from among themselves a
Civil Society advisory group of  15-19 members, which will
give periodic counsel to the ADF.

Structure:

1. The Board of  Trustees (BOT) is the policy making
and governance body of  the ADF.  Its 11-15 members are
to be nominated and chosen from among imminent
international and Arab pubic figures with long standing
records of  support for democratic institutions. The BOT
will meet formally at least twice a year.  During its inaugural
meeting the Board will deliberate and formalize:  ADF's
Mission Statement (MS), Long Term Strategy, Plan of
Action (PA), and by-laws.  The BOT will also be responsible
for the establishment of  the ADF Secretariat and the
selection of  a small core of  Executive Officers needed for
implementation of  the project.

2. The Secretariat, is the policy implementation body of
the ADF, headed by an Secretary General and including a
Managing Director, an Administrative Officer, a Financial

Officer, as well as a small team of  Program Officers.  The
Secretariat will be responsible for four major types of
activities, including communication with partners and
grantees, the maintenance of  ADF records, preparation of
BOT meetings and documents, and organizing studies and
events.  For example, the Secretariat will receive proposals
for funding and provide initial feedback in advance of
review by the BOT.  The Secretariat will be responsible for
the preparation of  BOT and Standing Committee meetings,
as well as the annual budget and ADF publications.  The
Secretariat will also be responsible (ContÕd on page 15)

T

Proposed ADF Board of Trustees

The following is a tentative list of  the members of  the ADF
board of  trustees.  The composition of  the board may change
following the Second Conference on Democracy and Reform
in the Arab World.  Individuals who have accepted their
invitation to serve on the board are marked with an asterisk.

HH Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al-Missned*
First Lady of  Qatar

Dr. M. Abdel Jabri
Professor

HE Kofi Annan
Former Secretary-General of  the United Nations

Dr. Sadiq Jalal El Azmy
Professor

Mr. Tarek Ben Halim
Businessman

Rt. Hon. Kim Campbell*
Former Prime Minister of  Canada, Secretary-General, Club

of  Madrid
HE Ali Fakhro*

Former Health and Education Minister of  Bahrain
HE Joschka Fischer*

Former Foreign Minister of  Germany
Dr. Selim el Hoss*

Former Prime Minister of  Lebanon
HE Hassan Ibrahim*

Former Education Minister of  Qatar
Dr. Saad Eddin Ibrahim*

Professor and Ibn Khaldun Center Chairman
HE Sadiq al-Mahdi*

Former Prime Minister of  Sudan, President, Umma Party
HE Mary Robinson

Former President of  Ireland, President, Realizing Rights
Dr. Amartya Sen

Professor and Nobel Laureate
HE Aziz Sidqi*

Former Prime Minister of  Egypt
Rt. Hon. Jack Straw*

Leader of  the House of  Commons
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hat steps need to be taken to foster an
understanding of  democracy among
youth in the Arab world? This seems to

have been the underlying concern of  all participants
in the Youth and Political Participation workshop
held from May 11 to 14 in Amman, Jordan.
Panorama, the Palestinian Center for the
Dissemination of  Democracy and Community
Development, along with the New Jordan Center,
a think tank in Amman, brought together a diverse
group of  Arabs from Morocco to Bahrain from
11-14 May 2007 to discuss youth and political
participation.  The first day consisted of  a roundtable
discussion on these topics, in which delegations
from nine Arab countries presented what they
perceived as the state of  affairs and problems
regarding each topic within their country.  During
the second day, the workshop divided into three working
groups, which were youth and political participation, youth
and the awareness of  democracy, and youth and civil society.
The participants then gathered together to open each topic
to feedback and discussion.

The diverse groups that came together for the conference
found that they shared many of  the same concerns, and
they acknowledged that it is not enough to lobby the
government for reforms and the inclusion of  youth in
political parties, but that the youth must be given a reason
to become part of  these activities.  Over the past five years
civil society organizations have sprung up and ÒreformsÓ
have taken place, but stagnation remains.  In fact, the youth
are becoming more apathetic everyday.  Some of  the
participants mentioned that there is a widespread problem
of  youth acting like Òparrots:Ó their ideas and opinions are
never their own, rather they repeat what they hear elsewhere,
be it at school, in media, or from their family.  Our youth
lack an understanding of  what it means to have an
independent opinion.

The question therefore becomes, how do we get youth
interested in political participation in the Arab World?  The
government, education systems, and even everyday social
conventions block youth from fully participating as members
of  society, and even when opportunities are made available
to youth, there is no incentive for youth to participate.  On
the contrary, those who demonstrate an inkling of  leadership
potential are crushed, invoking fear in their peers.  It is
easier, not to mention safer, to keep oneself  concerned
with the latest trends and sports, than to attempt to claim
oneÕs rightful place as a citizen on equal footing with his
elders.

The Egyptian delegation participated in the Òawareness of
democracyÓ working group, where we discussed our
understanding of  the obstacles present on the path to
democracy and the means necessary to overcome them.
This working group was inspired by the realization that we
can sit around and talk about opening up society, promoting
civil rights, full political participation, and freedom of

expression, but the reality is that before any of  these things
can be implemented we need to develop a base understanding
of  what democracy is, including awareness of  rights and
responsibilities, tolerance of  different views, advocacy, positive
media use, etc.  Fundamental changes in society can only
happen when these elements are addressed bluntly, practiced
in the daily lives of  those already aware, and institutionalized.
 Without the successful institutionalization of  these values
through the media and education, lengthy discussions of
democratic reform, political participation, and the formation
of  political parties will be to of  no avail.

Indeed, this conference could have been more productive
in terms of  coming up with tangible ways to overcome the
obstacles to democratization discussed during the conference.
 It is not enough to acknowledge and discuss the state of
our countries; we need to find solutions to these problems.
 In order to do this, civil society organizations must find
ways to genuinely cooperate.  In reality we are all working
towards the same goal and often have similar projects.  By
joining forces we can have a stronger impact domestically,
regionally, as well as internationally and our chance to
provoke real institutional change will be much greater.
Raising the profile of  Arab civil society in this manner will
also serve to increase youth participation.

Another tangible way for Arab civil society to increase
political participation among Arab youth is to address
problems caused by deficient educational systems in the
Arab world.  The next time a workshop or conference is
held youth political participation and democracy, it should
be used to develop a standardized curriculum addressing
the fundamentals of  democracy, as well as the methods
best suited towards teaching these fundamentals.  This
curriculum could then be promoted among public and
private schools in the Arab world, as well as part of  an
international education initiative on the part of  civil society
organizations themselves.  If  we fail to take concrete action
to address the problems we discuss, then what is the point
of  having these conferences to begin with? 

W

By Nora Elmarzouky

Pan-Arab Workshop on Youth and Political
Participation




